
 
 

An expert opinion is when the writer 
quotes a professional point of view.  
 
e.g. Professor Smith says that “…” 
 

 
 

Alliteration is when a sound is 
repeated over two or more words. 
 
e.g. Donate to deserving causes. 

 
 

Onomatopoeia are sound words. 
 
e.g. crash, smash, bang 
 

 
 

An anecdote is a personal story. 
 
e.g. Three years ago, Bertie the terrier 
was abandoned by his owners…  

 
 

A rhetorical question is a question that has an 
answer that is so obvious it doesn’t need to be 
answered. 
 
e.g. Don’t you want to help this starving child? 
 

 
 
A fact is a true statement. 
 
A statistic uses numbers to make a true 
statement e.g. 89% of Year 11 students who came 
to after school revision improved their exam grade. 
 

 
 

Repetition is when a word or phrase is repeated. 
This does not need to be immediately after the 
original word. 
 

e.g. You can get involved if you complete this 
form. 

 
 

Hyperbole means exaggeration that is 
not meant to be taken literally. 
 
e.g. I am so tired I could die. 

 

 
 

Ellipsis is a pause or break in a 
sentence signalled by ‘…’. It can be 
used for emphasis and to encourage 
the reader to consider what has been 
said. 

 
 

 
 

A text written in second person puts 
the reader in the place of the writer, 
using the pronoun ‘you’. 
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A simile is when two ideas are compared 
using ‘like’ or ‘as’. 
 
e.g. The waves were like skyscrapers, 
towering over the surfer. 
 

 
 

An opinion is the writer’s point of view. 
It is often used to try to persuade. 
 
e.g. I think that… 
 

 
 

A metaphor is something is described as if it 
is something else. 
 
e.g. The waves were skyscrapers, towering 
over the surfer. 

 
 

Lexis refers to ‘words’.  
 
The writer’s lexical choice means ‘the 
words the writer has chosen’. 
 

 
 
A stanza is a verse in a poem. 

 
Emotive language means strong, powerful words 
that create an emotional reaction in the reader e.g. 
love, hate, death. 
 
When commenting on this technique, remember to 
say exactly which words in your quotation are 
emotive. 

 
 

Personification is when an object is 
described as if it is alive.  
 
e.g. The wind howled and screeched.  

 
 

Sibilance is alliteration using an ‘s’ sound. 
It can sound sinister and unpleasant, or, 
calming. 
 
e.g. Suddenly, the sea struck the surfer.  

 
 

A verb is an action or ‘doing’ word. 
 
e.g. run, think, act, pray 

 
 

 
 

Tripling is when ideas are listed in threes. It 
can also be called rule of three.  
 
e.g. There will be dodgems, candy floss stalls, 
and a helter skelter at the fair! 
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A contrast is when two opposite ideas 
are put together in a text. 
 
You can also use the term 
juxtaposition. 

 
 

An adjective is a describing word. 
 
e.g. old, blue, big, wrinkled 
 

 
 

A semantic field is when a group of words 
with a similar meaning has been used. 
 
e.g. There is a semantic field of damage. It 
says, “destroyed”, “broken”, and “fractured”. 

 
 

An adverb describes a verb i.e. the way 
something is being done. 
 

e.g. quickly walked 
 

 
 

A symbol is when an object has been used to 
represent an idea. 
 
e.g. Curley’s wife’s red dress is used to 
symbolise danger. 

 
 

A noun is an object or thing e.g. table. 
 
An abstract noun cannot be seen or 
touched e.g. love, hope. 

 
 
The tone of a text means the feeling or 
atmosphere it creates. 
 
e.g. The poem ‘Brothers’ has a sad and 
regretful tone. 

 
 

A rhyming couplet is when the words at the 
end of two lines rhyme. 
 
e.g. When two lines rhyme 
That is truly divine! 

 
 
A pronoun is a word that refers to people. 
 
e.g. he, she, they, we, I you 

 

 
 

Imagery is when the writer’s words ‘paint a 
picture’ in the reader’s mind. 
 
Imagery can a have a positive (happy) or 
negative (sad or unpleasant) tone. 
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The narrative voice is who is telling the 
story e.g. male/female, age. 

 
 

 
 

The narrative perspective is the tone 
of the narration e.g. happy/sad. 
 

 
 

An omniscient narrator is all-knowing 
e.g. they describe what a character is 
thinking and feeling. 

 
 
 

 
 

An unreliable narrator is one that can’t 
be trusted. 
 

 
 

A 1st person narrator tells the story from their 
point of view e.g. I was walking… 
 

A 3rd person narrator tells the story 
objectively, like watching a film e.g. They 
walked slowly. The man… 

 
 

Structure means the way a text is 
organised e.g.  how it starts and ends 
or how it is narrated. 
 

 
 

Language means the words and 
language techniques used by the writer. 

 
 
 

 
 
Colloquialism means very informal 
language i.e. slang. 
 

 
 
Taboo language means words or 
phrases which are seen as shocking i.e. 
swear words. 
 

 
 

Euphemism is an indirect way of 
speaking about something that is 
embarrassing or uncomfortable e.g. 
saying ‘put to sleep’ instead of dead. 
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